ORIGINAL  SECESSION  MINUTES, 

1799-1852 


In  a letter  to  the  Edinburgh  newspapers,  dated  June  5,  1879,  the  Rev. 
John  Sturrock,  a minister  of  the  United  Original  Secession  Church,  raised 
the  question  of  the  possession  of  certain  Records  bearing  on  that  Church. 
A few  days  later  Dr  J.  A.  Wylie  replied  that  “ in  1852  the  Synod  of 
the  United  Original  Secession  Church  resolved  to  unite  with  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland.  This  union  the  Synod  effected  in  the  Assembly  of 
the  same  year,  a minority  refusing  to  accompany  the  Synod  and  resolving 
to  continue  their  existence  as  an  independent  and  distinct  Synod  under 
the  old  name.  The  Records  of  the  Synod,  of  course,  remained  in  possession 
of  the  Synod,  and  on  the  death  of  Dr  Shaw  of  Whitburn,1  who  had  been 
Clerk  of  the  Synod,  the  Records  were  sent  to  me  at  Edinburgh  till  it 
should  be  determined  where  finally  to  place  them.”  As  a matter  of  fact 
they  were  deposited  with  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

Considerable  correspondence  ensued  (see  0.  S.  Mag.  xiv,  37-74 ; 
713-719).  In  November  1879,  further  correspondence  took  place  (ibid., 
pp.  714-5),  and  at  last,  on  May  20,  1880,  the  O.  S.  Synod  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Free  Church  Assembly,  in  which  it  was  argued  that  the 
Records  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Original  Secession  Church. 
The  matter  came  before  the  Assembly  on  May  28,  1880,  when  it  was 
unanimously  determined  to  hand  over  the  documents  to  the  custody  of 
the  smaller  Church.  There  they  still  remain.  They  include  the  Records 
of  the  Associate  Burgher  Church  : — 

Synod  : I,  Oct.  2,  1799 — April  30,  1816  ; II,  April  30,  1816 — 
Sept.  17,  1835  ; III,  May  9,  1836— May  9,  1837. 

Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  : Sept.  3,  1805 — April  10,  1838. 

Presbytery  of  Glasgow  : I,  Sept.  3,  1805 — Jan.  14,  1817  ; II, 
April  8,  1817 — Feb.  24,  1835  ; III,  April  14,  1835— Dec.  8, 
1840. 

Presbytery  of  Perth  and  Dunfermline  : I,  Sept.  3,  1805 — April  26, 
1824  i II,  June  8,  1824— Jan.  25,  1831  ; III,  Jan.  25,  1831— 
Feb.  26,  1839. 

The  United  Original  Secession  Synod  : I (Constitutional  Presby- 

1 Ord.  at  Whitburn  1817  ; clerk  to  O.S.  Synod  1834-1852  : joined  Free  Church 
with  majority  of  O.S.  in  1852  : died  1863. 
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tery),  May  9,  1808 — July  20,  1821  ; II,  O.  S.  Synod,  May  17, 
1827 — April  30,  1847  ; III,  O.  S.  Synod,  July  13,  1847 — 
June  1,  1852. 

The  O.  S.  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  : June  19,  1827 — April  6,  1852. 
The  O.  S.  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  : May  17, 1827 — Oct.  11,  1841. 


